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Pneumonia, a severe bacterial infection primarily caused by Streptococcus pneumoniae,
can impact one or both lungs and poses a significant health threat to individuals world-
wide. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), pneumonia is responsible for
one-third of all deaths in India. Traditionally, chest X-rays are used to diagnose pneumonia,
necessitating interpretation by skilled radiologists. Implementing an automated diagnostic
system could significantly enhance early detection and treatment, particularly in remote
areas. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) have gained considerable attention for their
ability to analyze medical images due to their deep learning capabilities. These CNN-based
approaches offer notable advantages over traditional methods, including improved accu-
racy, scalability, and potential for automation. We propose leveraging deep learning tech-
niques to uncover complex patterns in medical imaging data that are indicative of pneumo-
nia, thereby improving diagnostic precision. Furthermore, pre-trained CNN models, which
have been trained on large datasets, provide valuable features for image classification tasks.
In this study, we evaluate the effectiveness of these models in differentiating between ab-
normal and normal chest X-rays by using them as feature extractors in conjunction with
various classifiers. The research also includes a thorough analysis to identify the most ef-
fective CNN model for this diagnostic task.
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1. Introduction 

When an allergic reaction leads to pneumonia, a serious respiratory condition, the lung's air sacs 
become inflamed, causing fluid accumulation in the affected areas. Pneumonia is a leading cause of 
mortality in children, with a 2021 study indicating it accounts for 14% of deaths in children under five 
and 21% in those aged one to five. Diagnosis of pneumonia typically involves chest X-ray imaging. 
Radiologists use their expertise to interpret these X-rays and make a subjective diagnosis. However, 
during widespread outbreaks of pneumonia, the limited availability of radiologists can delay diagnosis, 
potentially impacting treatment strategies. This research is driven by the urgent need to reduce 
mortality rates related to pneumonia in infants. Advances in cloud computing, the Internet of Things, 
and medical diagnostics have leveraged various AI models to tackle complex problems across different 
fields. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) are among the most effective and widely used 
techniques for diagnosing pneumonia from medical images, such as chest X-rays. Unlike traditional 
machine learning, which relies on manual feature extraction, CNNs use end-to-end learning to 
automatically extract relevant features from raw data. CNNs have demonstrated significant success in 
medical image analysis. Three prominent CNN models—ensemble models, transfer learning models, 
and custom CNNs—are employed for pneumonia detection. Custom CNN models require optimization 
of specific parameters like depth, width, learning rate, activation functions, and optimizers to enhance 
their performance. Given the scarcity of annotated medical image datasets, more refined and optimized 
models are necessary for effective feature learning and generalization. Ensemble CNN models offer 
another approach, using multiple CNNs with different architectures to analyze medical images. Each 
model extracts distinct features from the dataset, creating a broader spectrum of learned 
representations. When dealing with diverse labeled medical images, ensemble CNNs can improve 
diagnostic accuracy by combining predictions from multiple models, thus compensating for individual 
model weaknesses. Feature selection techniques, including those used in ensemble CNNs, enhance 
model generalization by filtering out irrelevant feature vectors and noise. Although traditional machine 
learning methods have shown success with small datasets, CNN-derived features can significantly 
improve classification performance. This study aims to advance pneumonia detection in chest X-ray 
images through a novel ensemble CNN architecture. The approach features customizable selection 
techniques tailored to different datasets and incorporates hierarchical image categorization to 
effectively isolate lung tissue while eliminating artifacts and external noise. 

2. Literature Review 

Pneumonia remains a significant global health challenge, contributing to considerable morbidity and 
mortality. With advancements in deep learning and computer vision, convolutional neural networks 
(CNNs) have increasingly been employed for the automated detection of pneumonia from chest X-ray 
images. This literature review delves into contemporary research on various CNN architectures, 
optimization strategies, and innovative techniques designed to enhance the accuracy and efficiency of 
pneumonia diagnosis. Sharma and Guleria (2024) provide a comprehensive review of cutting-edge 
deep learning methods for pneumonia detection using chest X-ray images. Their analysis highlights the 
evolution of CNN-based approaches, identifying trends, challenges, and future research directions in 
this domain [1]. Kaya (2024) proposed a feature fusion-based ensemble CNN optimization for the 
automated diagnosis of pediatric pneumonia. By integrating feature fusion techniques and combining 
multiple CNN models, Kaya demonstrated improved detection accuracy, particularly critical for 
pediatric cases where precise diagnosis is essential [2]. Ali et al. (2024) employed transfer learning and 
deep learning methodologies to address the urgent need for COVID-19 pneumonia detection. Their 
study illustrates how CNN-based models can be adapted to meet emerging healthcare challenges, 

Vishnu Kant1, Kanwarpartap Singh Gill1, Mukesh Kumar2, Ruchira Rawat3

170



yielding promising results in identifying COVID-19 pneumonia from chest X-ray images [3]. Wirasto et 
al. (2024) introduced an intelligent pneumonia diagnosis model utilizing InceptionV4 transfer learning 
and CNN. Their approach, involving pre-trained models and fine-tuning, enhanced diagnostic accuracy 
and efficiency, paving the way for practical clinical applications [4]. Das et al. (2024) proposed a CNN-
based approach for pneumonia diagnosis that focuses on deep learning techniques to enhance 
diagnostic precision. Their research underscores the importance of CNN architectures in utilizing 
complex image features to accurately detect pneumonia from chest X-ray images [5]. In 2024, Kaya 
and Çetin-Kaya introduced a novel ensemble learning framework for pneumonia classification based on 
a genetic algorithm. Their study demonstrated the potential of hybrid optimization methods in medical 
image analysis, achieving improved performance through genetic algorithm-enhanced model 
ensembles [6]. Bhatt and Shah (2023) emphasized the role of ensemble methods in improving model 
robustness and generalization performance for pneumonia diagnosis. Their work contributes to the 
growing body of evidence supporting ensemble learning techniques in medical image analysis [7]. 
Aljawarneh and Al-Quraan (2023) proposed an enhanced CNN model for pneumonia detection by 
employing advanced convolutional architectures and optimization methods. Their research highlights 
the importance of refining and improving models to achieve high precision and reliability in 
pneumonia diagnosis [8]. Kiliçarslan et al. (2023) introduced a new activation function for CNNs called 
Superior Exponential (SupEx) for pneumonia detection. Their innovative approach demonstrates how 
novel activation functions can improve feature representation and model performance in medical 
image analysis tasks [9]. Overall, current research on CNN-based pneumonia detection indicates 
significant advancements in diagnostic robustness, accuracy, and efficiency [10-11]. By leveraging 
advanced CNN architectures, optimization techniques, and innovative methods, researchers are 
progressing toward the development of scalable and reliable automated pneumonia diagnosis systems 
from chest X-ray images [12-13]. Further research is needed to address challenges such as data scarcity, 
model interpretability, and real-world deployment issues to enhance patient care and outcomes in 
pneumonia treatment [14-15]. 
 
The Methodology involves the following: 

 The study utilizes a CNN model for the proposed analysis. 
 Various optimization techniques are employed for classification purposes as indicated in Table 1. 
 Multiple image parameters are considered. 
 The research highlights the benefits of such classification techniques. 

The second part of the research is outlined as the section III focuses on input IV discusses the proposed 
methodology and V section is results followed by conclusion and references in the end . 

Table 1. Literature Survey Comparison 

Reference Authors Year Title Journal/Conference Summary 

[1] 
Sharma, S. 
and Guleria, 
K. 

2024 

A systematic 
literature review 
on deep learning 
approaches for 
pneumonia 
detection using 
chest X-ray images 

Multimedia Tools 
and Applications 
(83(8)) 

Provides a 
comprehensive 
review of deep 
learning methods 
for pneumonia 
detection from 
chest X-ray images, 
summarizing 
various techniques 
and their 
effectiveness. 
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Reference Authors Year Title Journal/Conference Summary 

[4] 

Wirasto, A., 
Purwono, P., 
and Ahmad, 
M.B. 

2024 

Implementation of 
Intelligent 
Pneumonia 
Detection Model, 
Using 
Convolutional 
Neural Network 
(CNN) and 
InceptionV4 
Transfer Learning 
Fine Tuning 

Journal of 
Advanced Health 
Informatics 
Research (2(1)) 

Describes the 
implementation of 
a CNN-based 
pneumonia 
detection model 
using transfer 
learning with 
InceptionV4, 
showcasing a 
practical 
application of deep 
learning in 
healthcare. 

[5] 

Das, R., 
Nayak, 
D.S.K., Rout, 
C.P., Jena, L., 
and 
Swarnkar, T. 

2024 

Deep Learning 
Techniques for 
Identification of 
Pneumonia: A 
CNN Approach 

2024 
International 
Conference on 
Advancements in 
Smart, Secure and 
Intelligent 
Computing 
(ASSIC) 

Presents a CNN-
based approach for 
pneumonia 
identification, 
contributing to the 
exploration of deep 
learning methods 
for medical image 
analysis. 

[12] 

Kusk, M.W. 
and 
Lysdahlgaard, 
S. 

2022 

The effect of 
Gaussian noise on 
pneumonia 
detection on chest 
radiographs, using 
convolutional 
neural networks 

Radiography 
(29(1)) 

Investigates the 
impact of Gaussian 
noise on 
pneumonia 
detection from 
chest radiographs 
using CNNs, 
highlighting the 
robustness 
challenges in deep 
learning-based 
medical image 
analysis. 

[13] 
Pal, J. and 
Das, S. 

2021 

A Convolutional 
Neural Network 
(CNN)-Based 
Pneumonia 
Detection Using 
Chest X-ray 
Images 

Using Multimedia 
Systems, Tools, 
and Technologies 
for Smart 
Healthcare 
Services 

Explores a CNN-
based approach for 
pneumonia 
detection from 
chest X-ray images, 
contributing to the 
growing body of 
literature on deep 
learning 
applications in 
healthcare. 
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3. Input Dataset 

Pneumonia is a common respiratory condition affecting the lungs, caused by a variety of infectious 
agents such as bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites. This inflammation of the pulmonary air sacs can 
lead to symptoms like fever, coughing, 
pneumonia, including asthma, diabetes, heart failure, smoking history, cystic fibrosis, and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease. Diagnosis typically involves evaluating symptoms and conduc
physical examination, with additional confirmation through blood tests, sputum cultures, and chest X
rays. Pneumonia can be categorized based on its acquisition, such as hospital
acquired, or associated with outpatient medical ca
platform, and it includes two categories: normal and pneumonia
dataset used for these two classifications
 

Figure 1. Dataset image for (a) Normal (b) pneumonia 

4. Proposed Methodology

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) are a prominent architecture within Deep Learning, widely 
utilized in the realm of computer vision
process and analyze visual inputs such as images. In the machine learning landscape, artificial neural 
networks have proven highly effective across various types of data, including text, audio, and images. 
Different neural network architectures are tailored to sp
Networks are designed for image recognition, while Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs), particularly 
Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) networks, are used for predicting sequences of words
CNN consists of three main layers: the input layer, the hidden layer, and the output layer
input layer receives the model's input, with its number of features matching those in the data. This 
input is then processed by the hidden layer, where each layer’s output
learnable weights to the preceding layer’s output

Pneumonia is a common respiratory condition affecting the lungs, caused by a variety of infectious 
agents such as bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites. This inflammation of the pulmonary air sacs can 
lead to symptoms like fever, coughing, chest pain, and fatigue. Several risk factors are associated with 
pneumonia, including asthma, diabetes, heart failure, smoking history, cystic fibrosis, and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease. Diagnosis typically involves evaluating symptoms and conduc
physical examination, with additional confirmation through blood tests, sputum cultures, and chest X
rays. Pneumonia can be categorized based on its acquisition, such as hospital-acquired, community
acquired, or associated with outpatient medical care. The data for this study is sourced from the Kaggle 
platform, and it includes two categories: normal and pneumonia-affected. Figure 
dataset used for these two classifications. 

Dataset image for (a) Normal (b) pneumonia type for classification

Proposed Methodology 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) are a prominent architecture within Deep Learning, widely 
utilized in the realm of computer vision [16-17]. This field of artificial intelligence enables computers to 

and analyze visual inputs such as images. In the machine learning landscape, artificial neural 
networks have proven highly effective across various types of data, including text, audio, and images. 
Different neural network architectures are tailored to specific tasks; for example, Convolutional Neural 
Networks are designed for image recognition, while Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs), particularly 

Term Memory (LSTM) networks, are used for predicting sequences of words
three main layers: the input layer, the hidden layer, and the output layer

input layer receives the model's input, with its number of features matching those in the data. This 
input is then processed by the hidden layer, where each layer’s output is calculated by applying 
learnable weights to the preceding layer’s output as shown in Figure 2. 

Pneumonia is a common respiratory condition affecting the lungs, caused by a variety of infectious 
agents such as bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites. This inflammation of the pulmonary air sacs can 

chest pain, and fatigue. Several risk factors are associated with 
pneumonia, including asthma, diabetes, heart failure, smoking history, cystic fibrosis, and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease. Diagnosis typically involves evaluating symptoms and conducting a 
physical examination, with additional confirmation through blood tests, sputum cultures, and chest X-

acquired, community-
re. The data for this study is sourced from the Kaggle 

 1. illustrates the 

 

type for classification 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) are a prominent architecture within Deep Learning, widely 
. This field of artificial intelligence enables computers to 

and analyze visual inputs such as images. In the machine learning landscape, artificial neural 
networks have proven highly effective across various types of data, including text, audio, and images. 

ecific tasks; for example, Convolutional Neural 
Networks are designed for image recognition, while Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs), particularly 

Term Memory (LSTM) networks, are used for predicting sequences of words [18-19]. A 
three main layers: the input layer, the hidden layer, and the output layer [20]. The 

input layer receives the model's input, with its number of features matching those in the data. This 
is calculated by applying 
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Figure

5. Results 

5.1 Confusion Matrix Analysis
An algorithm’s effectiveness is evaluated using a tool known as a confusion 
illustrates the number of correct and incorrect predictions made by a classification model in a binary 
classification task, such as distinguishing between pneumonia and normal conditions. The rows of the 
matrix represent the actual conditions (pneumonia or normal), while the columns denote the predicted 
conditions. For example, a value of 29 in the matrix's upper left cell indicates that the model incorrectly 
labeled 29 individuals as having pneumonia when they were actually normal. Idea
matrix should show low values outside the diagonal, which would suggest the model is generating a 
high number of correct predictions
model performs reasonably well in this s
individuals incorrectly predicted as having pneumonia) and 17 false negatives (individuals with 
pneumonia incorrectly predicted as normal). A confusion matrix also provides additional insights: 
accuracy represents the overall percentage of correct predictions out of all predictions made, precision 
is the ratio of true positive predictions to all positive predictions, and the F1 Scoreis the harmonic mean 
of recall and precision. 

 

Figure 2. Proposed methodology for CNN model 

Confusion Matrix Analysis 
An algorithm’s effectiveness is evaluated using a tool known as a confusion matrix. This matrix 
illustrates the number of correct and incorrect predictions made by a classification model in a binary 
classification task, such as distinguishing between pneumonia and normal conditions. The rows of the 

itions (pneumonia or normal), while the columns denote the predicted 
conditions. For example, a value of 29 in the matrix's upper left cell indicates that the model incorrectly 
labeled 29 individuals as having pneumonia when they were actually normal. Idea
matrix should show low values outside the diagonal, which would suggest the model is generating a 
high number of correct predictions as shown in Figure 3. Although there is room for improvement, the 
model performs reasonably well in this scenario. Specifically, there are 29 false positives (normal 
individuals incorrectly predicted as having pneumonia) and 17 false negatives (individuals with 
pneumonia incorrectly predicted as normal). A confusion matrix also provides additional insights: 

curacy represents the overall percentage of correct predictions out of all predictions made, precision 
is the ratio of true positive predictions to all positive predictions, and the F1 Scoreis the harmonic mean 

Figure 3.  Confusion Matrix Analysis 
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itions (pneumonia or normal), while the columns denote the predicted 
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matrix should show low values outside the diagonal, which would suggest the model is generating a 
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cenario. Specifically, there are 29 false positives (normal 

individuals incorrectly predicted as having pneumonia) and 17 false negatives (individuals with 
pneumonia incorrectly predicted as normal). A confusion matrix also provides additional insights: 

curacy represents the overall percentage of correct predictions out of all predictions made, precision 
is the ratio of true positive predictions to all positive predictions, and the F1 Scoreis the harmonic mean 
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5.2 Classification Report Analysis
In this scenario, the model is utilized to classify chest X
normal. The report details various metrics for each class, including precision, recall, F1
support. The model demonstrates high precision for bot
normal—indicating a strong accuracy in its positive predictions and suggesting a low rate of false 
positives. Regarding recall, which measures the model's ability to correctly identify true positive cases, 
the performance is excellent for pneumonia at 96%, though slightly lower for normal cases at 88%. This 
suggests that while the model effectively identifies pneumonia, it may occasionally miss some actual 
pneumonia cases. The F1-score, representing the harmonic mean
approximately 0.9 for both categories. Support refers to the number of data points available for each 
class, with pneumonia having 390 data points and normal having 234. Overall, the model performs 
well in distinguishing between pneumonia and normal X
demonstrating robust precision and recall for both categories.
model's higher recall for pneumonia, which may be significant if identifying all pneumonia case
more critical than minimizing false positives. However, the report only reflects performance on the test 
data. To assess how well the model generalizes, it is essential to evaluate it on new, unseen data
shown in Figure 4. 

Figure

6. Conclusion 

The report highlights the pressing need for automated pneumonia detection, particularly in regions 
where access to specialized radiologists is limited. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) present a 
promising solution for enhancing pneumonia detection from chest X
advancements in automation, scalability, and diagnostic precision. The research explores the evolution 
of deep learning algorithms, optimization strategies, and innovative methods emp
pneumonia detection through an extensive literature review. Various studies have demonstrated 
significant improvements in diagnostic accuracy, efficiency, and robustness, paving the way for reliable 
and scalable automated pneumonia detec
powerful deep learning architecture widely used in computer vision, to categorize chest images into 
normal and pneumonia classifications

Classification Report Analysis 
In this scenario, the model is utilized to classify chest X-rays into two categories: pneumonia and 
normal. The report details various metrics for each class, including precision, recall, F1
support. The model demonstrates high precision for both categories—93% for pneumonia and 92% for 

indicating a strong accuracy in its positive predictions and suggesting a low rate of false 
Regarding recall, which measures the model's ability to correctly identify true positive cases, 

ormance is excellent for pneumonia at 96%, though slightly lower for normal cases at 88%. This 
suggests that while the model effectively identifies pneumonia, it may occasionally miss some actual 

score, representing the harmonic mean of precision and recall, is 
approximately 0.9 for both categories. Support refers to the number of data points available for each 
class, with pneumonia having 390 data points and normal having 234. Overall, the model performs 

n pneumonia and normal X-rays, achieving a high F1
demonstrating robust precision and recall for both categories. Additional considerations include the 
model's higher recall for pneumonia, which may be significant if identifying all pneumonia case
more critical than minimizing false positives. However, the report only reflects performance on the test 
data. To assess how well the model generalizes, it is essential to evaluate it on new, unseen data

Figure 4. Classification Report Analysis 

The report highlights the pressing need for automated pneumonia detection, particularly in regions 
where access to specialized radiologists is limited. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) present a 

tion for enhancing pneumonia detection from chest X-ray images, offering 
advancements in automation, scalability, and diagnostic precision. The research explores the evolution 
of deep learning algorithms, optimization strategies, and innovative methods employed in CNN
pneumonia detection through an extensive literature review. Various studies have demonstrated 
significant improvements in diagnostic accuracy, efficiency, and robustness, paving the way for reliable 
and scalable automated pneumonia detection systems. The proposed approach leverages CNNs, a 
powerful deep learning architecture widely used in computer vision, to categorize chest images into 
normal and pneumonia classifications. 

rays into two categories: pneumonia and 
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Regarding recall, which measures the model's ability to correctly identify true positive cases, 

ormance is excellent for pneumonia at 96%, though slightly lower for normal cases at 88%. This 
suggests that while the model effectively identifies pneumonia, it may occasionally miss some actual 
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approximately 0.9 for both categories. Support refers to the number of data points available for each 
class, with pneumonia having 390 data points and normal having 234. Overall, the model performs 

rays, achieving a high F1-score and 
Additional considerations include the 

model's higher recall for pneumonia, which may be significant if identifying all pneumonia cases is 
more critical than minimizing false positives. However, the report only reflects performance on the test 
data. To assess how well the model generalizes, it is essential to evaluate it on new, unseen data as 
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